
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 6, 2023

MEDIA ADVISORY:

Rally to
Tell the NCAA to Stop Discriminating Against

Female Athletes

January 12, San Antonio, TX
“Keep Women’s Sports Female”

SAN ANTONIO, TX – On January 12, female athletes, coaches, parents, and policy
leaders will rally during the annual convention of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) in San Antonio, Texas, to demand that the organization, the
governing body for collegiate sports, stop discriminating against female athletes.

The rally is sponsored by a coalition of women’s advocacy groups including the
Independent Council on Women’s Sports (ICONS), Independent Women’s Forum,
Champion Women, Fair Play For Women, Women’s Sports Policy Working Group,
Women’s Declaration International, U.S., Women’s Liberation Front, Fair Play Women,
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Concerned Women for America, International Consortium on Female Sports, LGB
Alliance, Independent Women’s Law Center, and Texas Values Alliance.

In the name of “inclusion,” the NCAA allows males who identify as women to play
women’s sports, so long as their levels of testosterone meet certain sport-specific
requirements. The NCAA adopted its policy, despite scientific studies that prove
testosterone suppression cannot eliminate the male athletic advantage.

Mahri Irvine, PhD, Executive Director of Women’s Liberation Front, stated, “When
female athletes are forced into de facto mixed-sex teams, they are deprived of
opportunities to participate in fair and safe competitions. In competitive athletics,
women and girls are, on average, at a serious disadvantage when they compete
against men and boys. Female-only sports are incredibly important for the
educational and economic advancement of women in our society. It is incredibly
unfair to force women and girls to compete against males.”

The San Antonio rally will promote equal opportunity for both sexes in college sport
and advocate for fair athletic policies rooted in science. Following the rally, the
supporters will hand deliver a petition to the NCAA sign by thousands across the
country.

RALLY DETAILS:
What: Tell the NCAA: Stop Discriminating Against Female Athletes Rally
WHEN: January 12 at 9:00 a.m. CST
WHERE: Outside of the NCAA Convention in San Antonio, TX (outside of the Henry B.
González Convention Center, corner of E Market Street and Tower of the Americas
Way)
WHY: Show support for women athletes and single-sex athletic competition
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Speakers to include:
● Riley Gaines, Former NCAA 2x All-American, 2x Olympic trials qualifier, 4x SEC

Gold medalist, and SEC record holder swimmer in the 200 butterfly from the
University of Kentucky. She tied for 5th place against Lia Thomas at the NCAA
Championships.

● Adriana McLamb, Former NCAA volleyball player from Florida International
University, and current Team Florida All Star coach

● Kim Jones, former All-American tennis player, mother of Ivy League swimmer,
and co-founder of Independent Council on Women’s Sports (ICONS)

● Blake Allen, High school volleyball player from Vermont that had to compete
and share a locker room with male athlete identifying as a female. After
speaking up and calling this athlete a "he", Blake was suspended from school
and her father was suspended from his coaching job. The school board tried
to force her to write an apology to which she did not comply.

● Macy Petty, NCAA volleyball player, during USA Volleyball junior qualifiers she
competed against a male athlete identifying as a female, which affected her
recruiting potential

● Barbara Ehardt, Former 15-year career NCAA Division I women’s basketball
coach at University of California, Santa Barbara; Brigham Young University
(Provo); Washington State University; and Cal State Fullerton; former NCAA
basketball player at Idaho State University; and current member of the Idaho
House of Representatives from the 33rd district

● Marshi Smith, Former NCAA and PAC-10 champion swimmer from the
University of Arizona, and co-founder of Independent Council on Women’s
Sports (ICONS)

● Nancy Hogshead-Makar, 3x Olympic champion and silver medalist, and CEO
of Champion Women

● Lanie Armistad, Former NCAA soccer player at West Virginia State University
who intervened in lawsuit to defend women's sports in West Virginia

● Vanessa Said, Former NCAA swimmer at University of Texas and former coach
at Trinity University

● Mary Meagher, 3x Olympic champion and former world record holder in 100
and 200 butterfly that she held for nearly 20 years
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● Jill Mills, American world champion powerlifter and world champion
strongwoman

● Anne Simpson, Former NCAA rower at Cal during the 70s. Also the third female
pilot hired at a major airline in 1981. She has always credited sport and
competitive athletics for her success and passionately supports Title IX and
the doors that it continues to open for girls and young women.

● Linda Blade, Former NCAA All American and National Champion of Canada in
track & field. Has spent 25 years as a sport-performance professional coach.
PhD in Kinesiology, and she's traveled the globe conducting coach education
courses on behalf of World Athletics.

● Pat Etem, Former NCAA rower at the University of California, Berkeley. One of
only two African American women to ever compete on the U.S. national and
Olympic rowing teams.

● Megan Burke, 2x NCAA champion, track & cross country athlete from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

● Linnea Saltz, Former NCAA track & field athlete from Southern Utah University.
She competed against June Eastwood, the first male athlete identifying as
female to compete in DI cross country

● Keri Olson, 1995 NCAA champion in singles and doubles from University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and the mother of four athletes

● Texas State Rep. Valorree Swanson, author of House Bill 25 87(3), known as
the "Save Girls' Sports Act”

● And more!
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