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June 21, 2019 

Via Position Letter Portal:  

Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr. 
Chair, Committee on Public Safety 
Capitol Office, Room 2117 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0059 
 

 
Tom Lackey 
Vice Chair, Committee on Public Safety 
State Capitol, Suite #2174 
Sacramento, CA 94249 

Senator Scott Weiner 
State Capitol, Room 4066 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4900 

 

 

  Re:  SB 132 - OPPOSED 

 
We write in adamant opposition to SB 132, which seeks to allow men to be placed in 
women’s correctional facilities in California based solely on subjective self-declared “gender 
identity.” Women’s Liberation Front is an all-female all-volunteer organization of over 500 
members, including many living in California. On behalf of all our members, and 
supporters from across the U.S. and the globe, we urge you to reject this bill.  

SB 132, would increase the risk of violence and injury for one of the most vulnerable groups 
in society: incarcerated women. It would allow any male at any time to self-declare that he 
has a woman “gender identity,” and on that basis allow him to demand to be housed in a 
women’s correctional facility. It would forbid prison officials from taking into account 
material factors that put women – i.e. adult human females – at greater risk of harm when 
incarcerated with men, including anatomy, the presence or absence of a diagnosis of gender 
dysphoria, and the presence or absence of any other physical or mental health diagnosis.  

If adopted, SB 132 will put women prisoners and women prison guards and staff, at 
serious increased risk of male violence. These harms have received no consideration in 
the legislative materials offered in support of SB 132.   

In plain words, here is what SB 132 would do:  

 Allow any incarcerated male to claim that he has a feminine “gender identity.”  

 Give any such incarcerated male the legal right to be housed at a women’s facility, 
unless the incarcerated male’s “perception of [his] own health and safety needs 
requires a different placement.” 

 Force correctional facility staff to use language pretending that males who claim to 
have a woman “gender identity” are women. 

 Forbid facility officials from considering anatomy, the presence or absence of a 
diagnosis of gender dysphoria, and the presence or absence of any other physical or 
mental health diagnosis.  
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 Forbid prison officials from overriding a prisoner’s demand to be housed in a 
women’s facility unless the prison official meet the extraordinarily high bar of 
demonstrating in advance “significant security or management concerns.”  

While SB 132 applies to both men and women, statistics cited in support of the bill all 
involve violence against incarcerated males and mention only “trans women.” There is no 
data, information, or discussion about the vulnerability of incarcerated females 
to violent assault, and no mention at all of women who identify as “trans men.” It 
appears the bill was designed entirely to serve the desires of incarcerated males who claim 
to identify as transgender, without regard for the safety and privacy of women in prison. 

Senator Wiener, lead sponsor of SB 132, claims this law is needed because males who 
identify as transgender “face particular risk of rape and assault” in men’s facilities, and 
therefore prison policies should “take into account a person’s gender identity and their 
perception of safety, making them more vulnerable to violence from other incarcerated 
people.” In other words, a man’s “perception of safety” is given more weight than the 
material factors that make women particularly vulnerable to male violence. 

SB 132 is a stunning attack on incarcerated women and one of the most extreme examples 
of elevating men’s feelings over women’s physical and psychological safety. It ignores the 
fundamental reasons why facilities for incarcerated individuals are segregated by sex in the 
first place: whether for biological or social reasons, men are far more likely to sexually 
assault or rape women and to engage in other forms of violence and voyeurism. 
(See, e.g. FBI 2017 crimes by sex, at: https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2017/crime-in-the-
u.s.-2017/topic-pages/tables/table-33). Further, women are the only sex capable of 
being involuntarily impregnated. 

Incarcerated women are some of the most vulnerable people in society. Given the scope of 
its jurisdiction, the Committee on Public Safety in particular owes a critical duty of care to 
this population of woman. We urge you to reject SB 132, and instead focus on strategies for 
protecting incarcerated men from violence in men’s facilities.  

Sincerely,  
 
  /s/ Lierre Keith     
Lierre Keith (Assembly Dist. 2) 
WoLF Co-founder 

Charlotte Mountain (Assembly Dist. 37) 
WoLF Board Member 
 
Natasha Chart, WoLF Board Chair 

Jennifer C. Chavez, WoLF Board Member 

Kara Dansky, WoLF Board Member 
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Name State Country 
A. Lim CA US 
Alessandra Tarassoly CA US 
Alina Gutierrez CA US 
Brenda Bates CA US 
Cameron Dennis CA US 
Carol Bouldin CA US 
Chiungyi Tseng CA US 
D. Brower CA US 
Deborah Peifer CA US 
Debta Filter CA US 
Derrick Jensen CA US 
Diana Farfan CA US 
Elaine Charkowski CA US 
Elizabeth Adams CA US 
Elizabeth Jordan CA US 
Hannah Perot CA US 
Heidi Hall CA US 
Jacqueline Steager CA US 
Jenna Kelly CA US 
Jennifer Lee CA US 
Laura Tanner CA US 
Lisa Johnson CA US 
Maggie Sleeper CA US 
Marcella McClure CA US 
Mary Hofstein CA US 
Mary Nelson CA US 
Michael Regenfuss CA US 
Michelle Bosma CA US 
Nassim Nobari CA US 
Paige Schwimer CA US 
Penny Adrian CA US 
S. Perry CA US 
Samantha Evander CA US 
Sandy Tate CA US 
Stacy Kennedy CA US 
Travis Johnson CA US 
Xan Joi CA US 
Amy Atterberry AZ US 
Lisa McLeod AZ US 
Patricia Kanak AZ US 
Gayle Aseltine AZ US 
Julie Brill CO US 
Carla Brown CO US 
Ellen Ackerman CO US 

Name State Country 
Trinity La Fey CO US 
Lela Florel CT US 
Patricia Cooney FL US 
Reema Khadre FL US 
S.V. Santamaria FL US 
Cathi Neville GA US 
Kesha Frelot GA US 
Jeanne Smith IA US 
Mary Lunetta IA US 
Patricia Mayfield ID US 
Sandra Russel IL US 
Cathi Neville IL US 
Jacqueline Xavier IL US 
Rachael O'Reilly IL US 
Sonia Flores IN US 
Jamie Danesi KY US 
Winter Randall LA US 
Pat Gargaetas LA US 
Monica Granfield MA US 
Georgia Swann MA US 
Joanne Shea MA US 
Susan Bannon MA US 
Avery Malafoy MA US 
Val Scott MA US 
Judith Sara MA US 
Keith Harmon Snow MA US 
Marian Rutigliano MD US 
Amanda Quiring MD US 
Kacie Mills MD US 
Gregory Nawn MD US 
Brandon Showalter MD US 
Katrina Condron MD US 
Damian Anderson MD US 
Cee Thaxter MI US 
Ruth Barrett MI US 
Emily Zinos MN US 
Melaine Brockhaus MN US 
Donna Every MN US 
Emery Thornbrugh MN US 
Katelyn Beilsmith MO US 
Elisabeth Charles MO US 
Mason Michael MS US 
Karey McGlynn MT US 
T. Henderson MT US 



Name State Country 
Jill Breslauer NC US 
Nina Brown NC US 
Brandy Goodloe NH US 
Tania Mesterhazy NJ US 
Jessica Coco NJ US 
Phil Grossblatt NM US 
Irini Georgas NM US 
Jane Butera NY US 
Kimberly Crail NY US 
Mary Zawacki NY US 
Mike Bucci NY US 
Lauren Levey NY US 
Simone Braun NY US 
Kathleen Laura NY US 
Jennifer Culbertson NY US 
Kim Harmon OH US 
Sylvia Halladay OH US 
Anna Heran OH US 
Lise Brown OR US 
Memoree Joelle OR US 
Austin DeVille OR US 
Jo Meyertons OR US 
Karla Meyer PA US 
Jahfree Harp RI US 
Michelle Cretella RI US 
Liz McNamara SC US 
Jacqlyn Hale TX US 
Natalie Ballard TX US 
DeAnna Shires TX US 
Concepcion Pallin TX US 
Laura Wills TX US 
Meg Kilgannon VA US 
Natassia Grover VA US 
Anne O'Malley VA US 
Margaret Shivelight VA US 
Carrie Appel VA US 
Rochelle Glickman VA US 
Diana Estep VA US 
Valerie Bernham WA US 
Katie Wells WA US 
Margaret Wagner WA US 
Lynn Meagher WA US 
Cassidy Torres WA US 
Donna Gallagher WA US 

Name  State Country 
Melinda Mann WA US 
Kayta Bianco WA US 
Trisha Lovgren WA US 
Michelle Boehlen WI US 
Miriam Ben-Shalom WI US 
Katherine Acosta WI US 
K. Schaut WI US 
Donovan Cleckley -- US 
Anna Newsham -- US 
Alison Monroe -- US 
Catherine Larson -- US 
Terri White -- US 
Jennifer Brown -- US 
Arlene Nadelle -- US 
Robert Oscar Lopez -- US 
K. Bruss -- US 
Tracy Allard -- US 
Dani Whitaker -- US 
Karen Cuen -- US 
Chara Li -- US 
Chikaua Ollin -- US 
Isabel O'Reilly -- US 
April Halley -- US 
Alex Pringle -- US 
Yasmin page -- US 
Joanne Rigby -- US 
Anna Nordlund -- US 
Elizabeth Miller -- US 
Lynn Lapierre -- US 
Sean Neville -- US 
Lisa Randall -- US 
Luan Danaan -- US 
Ann Reich -- US 
Sarah Cummings -- US 
Michelle Thompson -- US 
Barbara Ballion -- US 
Roxane Wilson NSW AU 
Stacey O'Brien QLD AU 
Carla Wilson QLD AU 
Isla MacGregor TAS AU 
Caroline Barnard TAS AU 
Cathie Lee VIC AU 
Jean Wyldbore VIC AU 
Margo van der Voort VIC AU 



Name State Country 
Rachel Morgan VIC AU 
Delilah Williams -- AU 
Dina McMillan -- AU 
Angelika Pilkington -- AU 
Christine Hawkins ACT AU 
Shannon Robinson ON CA 
Zoë Lafantaisie ON CA 
Joy Jolie ON CA 
Sarah Richardson ON CA 
Susan Smyth ON CA 
Anne-Marie Bilodeau QC CA 
Lynette Bondarchuk AB CA 
Kim Zander BC CA 
Pauline Dussault BC CA 
Marie Krabbe -- DK 
Amy Brewer England GB 
Maria MacLachlan England GB 
Valerie Martin England GB 
Cathie Sutton England GB 
Sharon Chance England GB 
Jane Loe England GB 
Anita Rothon England GB 
Tina Vincent England GB 
Peter Ratcliffe England GB 
Patricia Garside England GB 
Julia Gallacher England GB 
Helen Timson England GB 
Jessica Newbold England GB 
Emma Grover England GB 
Miriam Osner England GB 
Chloe Bryan England GB 
Jenny Ross England GB 
Chrisoula Drakopoulos England GB 
Margaret Nelson England GB 
Susan Taylor England GB 
Maureen O’Hara  -- GB 
Sally Wainwright Scotland GB 
Ann Hall Scotland GB 
Chris Hall Scotland GB 
Juliette Coates Wales GB 
Sue Quinn Aziz -- GB 
Hanne Gudiksen -- GB 
Abigail Ali -- GB 
Susan Gresham -- GB 

Name State Country 
Sue Freewoman -- GB 
Sarah Haworth -- GB 
Peter Davies -- GB 
Amelie Summer -- GB 
Maria Kuznetsova -- GB 
Robyn Self -- GB 
Meg Edgoose-Clubley -- GB 
Caroline Gilmour -- GB 
Una-Jane Winfield -- GB 
Le Panayi -- GB 
Kate Tyler -- GB 
Nina Howle -- GB 
Jan Davidson -- GB 
Lisa Churchill -- GB 
Elaine Hutton -- GB 
Claire Darling -- GB 
Jill Gardner -- GB 
Jocelyn Gaskell -- GB 
Jenifer Lavery -- GB 
Victoria Croker -- GB 
Carly Elliott -- GB 
L. Slipek -- GB 
Emily Weir -- GB 
Diane Holyoak -- GB 
Frances Bell -- GB 
Tina Jones -- GB 
Virginia Ward -- GB 
Darina Roche -- IE 
Lia Mariani -- IT 
Katrin Egger Lux. Dst.  LU 
Monika Jerič -- SI 

 


